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The Springboard of Power Expansion the Transformation of Yuan Shikai’ s
Control Mode of Railway in Late Qing Dynasty

MA Linghe

Abstract: After the first Sino-Japanese war The railway is a platform for local officials to show
their political influence and diplomatic power. They have made modern enterprises such as railways
an important foundation for expanding political factions and maintaining military force. The control
of Tianjin-Lugou bridge railway was constantly shifting between the central government and the
local government in the course of the railway extended inside and outside of the Shanhaiguan.
But in comparison local officials have a comparative advantage in railway control and they are
constantly gaining more political control over railway affairs. Unlike Li Hongzhang and Zhang
Zhidong Yuan Shikai completed the transformation from local governors to central official
gradually through the railway. The Railway became Yuan Shikai’ s experimental plot to influence
the economic policy of the central government and also the springboard for power expansion.
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